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l- : The weekend disclosure that 
•evidence in the Robert P. Kennedy 
slaying may have been altered led. 
Monday to developments which fo- 
cused attention on the Los Angeles 
County Clerk's Office. < 

The developments were: 

— An order to County Clerk Wil- 
liam Sharp to inspect his office for 
possible security breaches, to reeval- 
uate its control system and to inven- 
tory exhibits and transcripts from 
the Sirhan Bishara Sirhan trial. 

— A statement by Sharp that a 
personal investigation has "failed to . 
disclose any mishandling" of key ex- 
hibits, although there are "still some '• 
stones unturned." 

—The revelation by an aide to 
Dist. Atty. Joseph A. Busch Jr. that 
"some employes of the clerk’s office" 
are being given lie detector tests. 

Busch said last week his office was 
"terribly concerned" over evidencp 
that the fatal bullets and murder 
weapon in the assassination had 
been tampered with.. 

He also said he and his staff are 
investigating "evidence that exhi- 
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hits have been directly 
handled by numerous per* 
sons," a violation of a 
court order sealing them. 

The clerk's office was! 
charged with maintaining 
the integrity of evidence 
in the Sirhan trial pending 
an appeal. . 

The order to Sharp came 
from Supervisor Kenneth 
JIahn. who overseas the 
operation of the- County 
Clerks Office. 

Kahn also directed the 
county's chief administra- 
tive officer, Arthur C. 

Will, to determine if the 
clerk's office needs addi- 
tion a 1 prec autionary 
equipment. 

"The county clerk also is 
clerk of the Superior 
Court," flahn said. "This 
responsible duty some- 
times is taken for granted 
except where there arc ap- 
peals in connection with 
noted crimes and* excep- 
tional court cases." 

Kn.M-h's aide, in reveal- 
ing i hat some cmnlin os of 
Sharp were being asked to 
u.ke polygraph examinat- 
ions, declined to identify 
toe mor specify the num- 


In his disclosure last 
reek, the district attorney 
•id not say whether tie 
considered rhe possible 
: ampering intentional or 
onimemional. 

However, he stressed it 
( o:rj>hvHles an earlier in- 
vestigation into claims 
that ballistics work in the 
Kennedy case was impro- 
per and that a second gun 
may have been fired in the 
rear pantry of the Ambas- 
sador where the late Pres- 
ident's brothei* was mor- 
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Los 4ngeles County Clerk William 
G. Sharp explained Tuesday the 
procedure his office used to protect 
evidence before, during and . after 
the Sirhan Bishara Sirhan trial and 
insisted he has found no evidence of 
tampering with key exhibits. 

In a letter to the Board of Super- 
vieors, ' Sharp offered his "complete 
cooperation" with the district attor- 
ney's office in a probe of possibilities 
that evidence in the assassination of 
Sen. Robert F. -Kennedy — including 
the fatal tullets, murder weapon and 
the senator's coat — may have been 
tampered with since Sirhan's con- 
viction. 

Sharp conceded that the exhibits 
havs been viewed, but said he has 
no evidence, that’ anyone but attor- 
neys connected with the case, or. 
their agents, have had the opportu- 
nity to handle the key exhibits 
themselves. 

Right to See Exhibits 
"It's absolutely true the exhibits 
have been available," Sharp said, 
"and everybody had a right to see 
them — the press and everybody else. 
It's a question whether they had ac- 
cess to certain 'hard' exhibits." • 
After the Sirhan trial concluded, 
Superior Judge Herbert V. walker 
ordered certain key exhibits 
. "sealed" by a court oreder. But 
Sharp paid, the court order permit- 
ted "counsel of record" and attor- 
neys for both the prosecution and 
defense, as well as agents for those 
attorneys, access to the crucial exhi- 
bits. 

Sharp said a list of persons asking 
to examine, the exhibits has been 
kept by his office. He estimated that 
several dozen names were in the rec- 
ords. Among theni, he said, were 
those of Luke McKissack, Sirhan's 
defense counsel in his automatic ap-. 
peal before the Supreme Court, and 
William Harper, criminalist and bal- 
listics expert who. has contended 
that ballistics work in the original 
investigation was done improperly. 
Sharp said Harper was granted ac- 
cess as an agent of McKissack. 

Sharp told the supervisors: 

"At the outset of the case. I in- 
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tailv wounded 

h x t e nsive tampering 
might make It impossible 
in either prove nr disprove 
these content ibn>. 


structed the criminal division of my 
office to provide the strictest .securi- 
ty to Sirhan exhibits, and 1 personal- 

• ly inspected the security measures 
. which were instituted. • 

. "Prior to the trial, the exhibits 

• were , held in a walk-in vault to 
' which only exhibit clerks had access 

— and within a safe within that 

• vault to which only the. chief, the 
assistant chief and the supervisor of 
exhibits had access. 

"During the course of the trial the 
exhibits- were transferred to the 
courtroom .where they were given 
special '’security by the courtroom • 
clerk. At the conclusion of the trial 
the exhibits were transferred hack 
to the vault and placed under spe- 

• rial security." 

. .. Sharp' admitted that special secur- 
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ity. could have heen 
breached in the Sirhan 
evidence, but. said he has 
no knowledge of it. In nor- 
mal cases, he said, the 
public is entitled to view- 
evidence in any case 
where no court order for- 
. : bids it. But even then the 
* evidence is restricted to an 
; area kept under close sur- 
veillance. 

: Dist. Atty. Joseph Busch 
. revealed over the weekend 
that his office was "terrib- 
ly concerned" 'over evi- 
dence that the fatal bullets 
and the gun in the Kenne- 
dy case might have been 
delibe rate ly or inadver- 
tently tampered with. 

This possibility could 
obscure an earlier investi- 
gation into charges that 
ballistics work in the Sir- 
han, trial violated scienti- 
fic procedure. 

Those charges, based on 
Harper's private investi- 
gation, were lodged hy.at- 
torney • Barbara Warner 
BJehr in an effort to block 
the appointment of police 
criminalist DeWayne Wol- 
fer as head of the Los. An- 
geles Police Department, 
crime lab. " 

. Harper . and Mrs:'- Blehr 
have questioned whether 
there might have been a 
second gunman firing*: at 
Kennedy in additionl'Uo 
Sirhan — a question which 
only, ballistics investiga- 
tion conceivably coirlfl 
support.. 

Sharp told the supervi- 
sors that .his office has 

; over 160,000 criminal exhi- by Supervisor Kenneth 
bits on hand at any given Hahn to inspect his office 
time and takes in about for possible security 
50,000 each year. "Controls breaches,' said Tuesday he 
have long been establsihed had sent an aide to San 
for their security,' Sharp Francisco to itemize all 
said, "and special controls exhibits forwarded' by the 
for all exhibits involved in clerk's office to -the Su- 
death penalty cases are preme Court for the re- 
also effected." view of Sirhan's con vie-'; 

Sharp, who was ordered death' sentence. 
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